THE ARCHITECTURE OF IMAGINATION

The IMAGINATION

Vision isn’t just about seeing what IS, but having the spiritual capacity to see what
COULD BE through the lens of God

Proverbs 29:18

- KIV: Where there is no vision, the people perish...
- NKIJV: Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one
who heeds wisdom’s instruction
o WITHOUT A GOD-GIVEN MENTAL PICTURE OF THE FUTURE, WE LOSE OUR
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE AND DIRECTION...A SOUL WITH NO BOUNDARIES

Hebrews 11:1 Now Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

o Thelmagination is the faculty of the soul — allowing us to SEE the unseen
o Imagination is the place where we pre-visualize the promises of God before
manifestation
- Justasthe mind must be Renewed, the IMAGINATION must be Sanctified
o Vainimagination leads to anxiety and sin
o Sanctified imagination allows us to:
= Picture the harvest; Visualize what you are hoping for; See yourself as
the ‘new creation’ described in Scripture

Proverbs 23:7 For as he thinks in his heart, so IS he...

o Thinkingis linked to the images and meditations we hold in our hearts.
o Fillyour soul’s imagination with God’s Word... vision becomes a roadmap

Imagination: Old Testament — 1 Chronicles 29:18 - Hebrew (Yetser)...The Potter’s Work

- O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto
thee:

- Yetser means ‘to form, fashion, or frame (potter shaping clay Jeremiah 18)

- Ourimagination is the frame of our soul

- When people ‘perish’ for lack of vision, it’s often because their ‘internal framing’ has
become distorted or empty

Imagination: New Testament - Luke 1:51 - Greek (dianoia)...The Mind’s Eye

- He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts.

Prov 4:23 With all diligence GUARD your heart; for out of it flows all the issues of life.




THE ARCHITECTURE OF IMAGINATION

- Dianoia refers to the ‘mind’s eye — the faculty of deep thought...seat of the
imagination

- Reproductive part of the mind...conceive an idea before it’s birthed into action

- Loving God will all your mind (Matt 22:37) uses the same word, implying we are
called to love God with our imagination - visualizing His good and future for us

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, ?looking unto Jesus, the author

and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

- Divine Imagination...Jesus used His holy imagination to endure the cross. The ‘joy’
wasn’t present in the moment of the nails; it was a future reality He visualized so
clearly that it outweighed the current pain

o Imagination allows us to ‘pre-experience’ the victory God has promised

- Evidence of Faith...Greek word for evidence is ‘elenchos’ which is a legal term -

PROOF. The imagination HOLDS THE EVIDENCE before the physical sees the result.
o Imagine Jesus - consistently frame Him as the winner of your race

- Author and Finisher...He writes the vision; Completes the picture — He is the author
and our imagination must read His script. Looking to Him aligns our mental imagery
with His finished work

LENSES of the IMAGINATION

1. Looking Away...un-see the distractions and weights that ensnares us
2. Looking Unto...see Jesus as the living High Priest, at the finish line
3. Looking Forward...set joy before us
a. Vision without a task - dream; Task without a vision — drudgery; vision
and a task is the hope of the world

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 (KJV) (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) °Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ

- The Mind’s Eye as a Battlefield: if our imagination is the eye of the soul, the
enemy tries to ‘smudge the lens’ with fear, doubt, worry, and more doubt
- We have permission to be SPIRITUAL DEMOLTION EXPERTS in our MINDS

Prov 4:23 With all diligence GUARD your heart; for out of it flows all the issues of life.




