
SCHOOL IS IN SESSION: STUDENT OR SPECTATOR??  

Prov 4:23 With all diligence GUARD your heart; for out of it flows all the issues of life. 

Mark 4 

Jesus did just know the Word academically – He WAS what He was teaching. He teaches by 
parables in this chapter – and He shares four different and distinct lessons with His 
disciples and the multitudes. 

What the disciples didn’t know is that the lessons they were learning in class would result 
in them having a lab test that night.  As believers, we aren’t in charge of when the teacher 
(God) gives us tests/pop-up quizzes. 

Tonight, we are moving from the ‘duty’ of a servant to the ‘devotion’ of a student. Pause and 
ask yourself this question: am I DEVOTED as a Student of God’s Word.  As the student, I 
have a Teacher and the Teacher has a syllabus and curriculum – which includes 
practicums, tests, quizzes, labs, and other activities that the Teacher deems is vital for my 
success as a student. 

As believers, it is not enough for us to settle for being SERVANTS and we haven’t included 
being STUDENTS.  Effectiveness of your Service will be incumbent upon your Devotion as a 
Student. Below we will look at four of the five areas of the soul to assist us in being better 
students for our service as servants: 

1. The Mind: The Gatekeeper of Truth 

The Mind is where we distinguish between "My Truth" (subjective feelings) and "The Truth" 
(objective Scripture). Philippians 2:5 

• The Role of the Mind: It provides an intellectual framework. You cannot believe what 
you do not know. 

• The Barrier: Intellectual laziness or "Selective Hearing"—only studying parts of the 
Word that make us feel good (cherry picking) 

• The Success Factor: When the mind is saturated with the Word, it recognizes the 
"counterfeit pillows" of the world immediately. It acts as the filter that says, "This 
thought does not align with the Ballast (God’s Word)." 

2. The Imagination: The Canvas of Faith 

This is often the most neglected area in Bible study. The Imagination is where we "see" the 
truth before it manifests.  Proverbs 29:18 

• The Role: It allows us to visualize the promises of God. When Jesus was sleeping on 
the pillow, His imagination wasn't filled with the boat sinking; it was filled with the 
Father’s protection. 
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• The Barrier: "Catastrophizing"—using our imagination to build "What-If" horror 
stories instead of "Even-If" faith stories. 

• The Success Factor: A "Sanctified Imagination" allows us to see ourselves as God 
sees us: "More than conquerors." It makes the invisible Ballast feel real. 

3. The Will: The Anchor of Decision 

The Will is the "muscle" of the soul. It is the faculty that decides to lay the head down even 
when the emotions are screaming. Matthew 26:36-40 

• The Role: It executes the choice to trust. Being a "Student" means submitting your 
will to the Teacher’s syllabus. 

• The Barrier: "Self-Sovereignty"—my desire to remain the captain of the ship. 

• The Success Factor: Embodying the Word requires a "Bent Will"—one that is 
conditioned to say, "Not my will, but Yours be done." This is where the servant 
becomes a student; the student learns why the Master’s way is better. 

4. The Heart: The Soil of Transformation 

The Heart is the "Seat of Desires." It’s where the truth moves from a head-fact to a heart-
fire. 

• The Role: The heart provides the affection for the Truth. A servant works because 
they have to; a student learns because they love the subject. 

• The Barrier: "Hardness"—often caused by past storms, disappointments, or 
legalism that makes the heart cynical toward God’s promises. 

• The Success Factor: When the Heart is soft, the Word (the Ballast) doesn't just sit on 
top of us; it gets inside us. It changes what we want, not just what we do. 

------------------------------------------------------- 

Objectivity is the ability to perceive a situation based on facts, evidence, and—for the 
believer—the unchanging Word of God, rather than our personal "filters." 

We often think being "subjective" is being "authentic," but true service requires us to get 
ourselves out of the way. 

If we are always subjective, we are a 'shifty' witness. A witness in a courtroom is only useful 
if they stick to the objective facts of what happened. If a witness starts giving their 
'subjective feelings' about the defendant, the judge throws the testimony out. Don't let your 
feelings get your testimony thrown out of the court of public opinion."  
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LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE LAB (BOAT) 

"The disciples were in a panic because they attended the lecture but failed the lab. 
Jesus taught them for hours about how the Kingdom works (The Parables), but the 
moment the boat rocked, they went back to 'My Truth' (We are going to drown!) instead 
of 'THE TRUTH' (He said we are going to the other side).  

The Storm is simply the place where you prove if you were a Student or just a 
spectator." 

1. The Parable of the Sower (The Soil of the Soul) 

• The Lesson: The Word is a seed, and its success depends on the condition of the 
heart’s soil. Some soil lets the "cares of this world" choke out the Word (Mark 4:19). 

• The Exam: When the storm hit, the "cares of the world" (the wind and waves) tried to 
choke out the Word Jesus had just spoken ("Let us go over to the other side"). 

• The Connection: Their anxiety proved their soil was still "thorny." They allowed the 
facts of the storm to grow taller than the Truth of the Word. Objective Faith protects 
the soil so the Word can stay rooted even when it's raining. 

2. The Parable of the Lamp (The Light of Objectivity) 

• The Lesson: A lamp is meant to be put on a stand to give light, not hidden under a 
basket (Mark 4:21). 

• The Exam: In the darkness of the storm, the disciples "hid their lamp" under the 
bowl of their subjective fear. They couldn't see Jesus' peace because they were 
focused on their own panic. 

• The Connection: Faith is the lamp that provides Objectivity in the dark. It allows you 
to see the "Pillow" when everyone else only sees the "Panic." 

3. The Parable of the Growing Seed (The Process of Peace) 

• The Lesson: A man scatters seed, and whether he "sleeps or gets up," the seed 
grows by itself (Mark 4:27). 

• The Exam: Jesus was literally doing what He just taught—He was sleeping. He 
trusted that the "Seed" (God’s will) was working even while He rested. 

• The Connection: The disciples were frantic because they thought the boat’s survival 
depended on their "rowing" (subjective effort). Jesus knew the boat's survival 
depended on the "Growing" (God’s objective decree). 
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4. The Parable of the Mustard Seed (The Power of the Small) 

• The Lesson: The smallest seed becomes the largest tree where birds can find rest 
(Mark 4:31-32). 

• The Exam: The disciples had "small faith" (Mark 4:40), but they didn't use it. They 
looked at the size of the storm instead of the source of the Seed. 

• The Connection: Even a "Mustard Seed" of objective truth is heavier than a 
hurricane of subjective feelings. If they had dropped that small seed of faith as 
Ballast, the boat would have felt as steady as a mountain. 

 


